History of Thomas Richard James
     Thomas Richard James was born January 4, 1865 at Lake Point, Tooele County, Utah,

the son of James James and Mary Richards James, who emigrated to America and lived  in Salt Lake City until about 1862 when they moved to Lake Point where James James engaged in farming and sheep raising.

Tom was blessed March 10, 1865 by George Bryan. Reportedly the records containing

his baptism were burned when the church house burned down. So as yet we have been unable to find the correct date. In the Genealogical Library the E.T. records were microfilmed and at the top of one page is this heading: "Re-baptized under the United Order" September 22,1877. The names of James James and his wife, Mary Richards, and two sons (Thomas Richard and David) are also listed on the sheet. As yet  we have been unable to determine the full significance of this.  At that particular time it was not unusual to establish "United Orders" in some areas where all things were had in common. Re-baptism was a very commonly-practiced ordinance at the time. If one had committed some wrong, minor or otherwise, it was customary to be re-baptized. Since no specific date was found, Tom's baptism was performed vicariously March 27, 1942 (after his death) in the Salt Lake Temple at the request of Mary Ann.

     Tom was the seventh child in the family, but was the first boy to live to the age

of 14. Two brothers had died as babies and one died six months before his 14th

birthday. So on Tom's 14th birthday his mother told him he could have anything he

wanted. This wish was that he might eat as much custard pie as he wanted.

This wish was granted and he ate a whole custard pie. Custard pie was his favorite

 all his life.
     At school Tom sat on  log slabs and used slate on which to write. Although his schooling was very limited, it must have been a good foundation because he was quick at

figures. All his life he studied the newspapers diligently and was always well informed

on governmental affairs and current events.

     Tom herded sheep for his father and helped on the farm at Lake Point. Many times

in that arid country while herding sheep, puddles of rain water was all he could

find to sustain his life.

     August 22, 1880 James James died at the age of 56. His wife took her children who

were still at home and returned to Salt Lake City to make a home. They lived in the old

Fifth Ward. Tom told of helping to blow the bellows for the Tabernacle organ, and it was

undoubtedly at this period of time that he had that experience. He did not state whether

it was for fun or as a church assignment. Since Tom was not very active in the church,

it is doubtful that he did it as a church assignment.
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     Although there is a bit of tradition known by a few members of the family that Mary

Richards James remarried, we cannot find any proof of this. Neither is there proof to

the contrary. July 2, 1885 she died and was buried (under the name of Mary Richards James) in the Salt Lake City Cemetery beside James James.

     This left the family without anyone to hold them together. Early in life Tom

caught the prospecting fever and spent much of his time prospecting for gold. He worked

in the rich mines in the Mercur area which were then booming. In fact, he covered much

of the territory in the western part of the state while prospecting, and even searched

extensively into Nevada.

     Just why he went to the Park Valley area we do not know. His brothers Eliezer and David also went to Park Valley. It was an area just opening up at the time. About that

time the Century Mine was beginning operation - the mine where H.P. Madsen made his

millions and from which his sons likewise inherited fortunes, Peter,Vigo, and Richard W.

     It was at Park Valley that Tom met Mary Anne Chadwick. They were married 

September 5, 1893 in Salt Lake City.

     Their first home was a two-room log house about a half mile from the home of Mary

Ann's parents in the Chadwick field, where they lived until

 the first four children were born:
Florence Mary born May 12, 1894

Abraham Thomas born November 21, 1895

Iona born December 22, 1897

Edith Ella born May 7, 1900

     The family moved to Rosette on a small farm which Mary Ann operated for the most

part with her children, as they came along. Five more children were born at Rosette:

Cladys Lydia born January 14, 1902

Irene born December 6, 1903

Emma born April 3, 1905

Frank born April 22, 1907

Dora born March 25, 1909

     Sometimes Tom would be gone for three and four weeks at a time prospecting. When

he worked at Century mine he always left Monday morning early and rarely came home

until Saturday.

     In 1910 Tom moved his family to Park Valley and bought a big ranch. He raised cattle and all the feed for them on the farm. They also had horses and a lot of chickens, turkeys, pigs, and milk cows. After moving to Park Valley he still owned mining claims and did his assessment work which required about a month out of each year. This he did until a few years before moving to Salt Lake City. The last child (Stephen) was born May 31,1912 in Ogden. Since the older children were all in school Mary Ann went to her mothers for this last confinement.
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     The house at Park Valley was quite large - adequate for that time. When Tom assumed this responsibility he at least quit prospecting and devoted almost his entire time to his farm and herds. All of the buildings were build of log except for the cellar which was made of adobe bricks. The logs were brought from the canyons by Tom. He hewed them smooth so they wouldn't need much plaster to put together. He did this building all by himself. His buildings were all neat in appearance and well kept
.

     Although Tom was never active in the church, two of his sons, Frank and Abe, filled

missions for the church. He never asked anything of his children that would detain them

from their church assignments. Often he readied the team so that they would not be late

for church on Sunday. He always encouraged his family to live up to the tenets of the 

church. Although he was not in church, he never worked on the Sabbath unless it was an

absolute necessity. He always said that he "never pushed the horse in the mire on

Saturday so he could pull him out on Sunday"- an excuse to work on Sunday. No one lived the Golden Rule and the Ten Commandments better than Tom James. He never cheated  a neighbor but always went the second mile to help them.

     Tom loved to play and tease the children and grandchildren and they with him. They

loved to slide down his extended legs as he sat in the old rocker. He was always good

natured and Jovial.

     During the time the children were growing up at home, when any of them wanted to go someplace he always said "Go ask Ma." Although he was far from being severe he expected obedience. Frank was probably the only one of his children that he ever spanked.

     Tom was neat and clean. He always shaved before breakfast even if it delayed the meal. Chores must also be done before breakfast.

     In 1928 Tom retired, sold his ranch and moved to Salt Lake City. They bought a 

home on 5th East just below 27th South. In 1930 they bought a home at 4232 Highland Drive where Tom could have some land to take care of the fruit trees. However Tom
wasn't wholly satisfied with city life and he wanted another ranch, In the fall of

1930 he bought another ranch which consisted of 520 acres, located seven miles out of

Cambridge, Idaho, which was known as Pine Creek or Advent Gulch. Son Frank moved on the ranch in February in 1931. Tom and Mary Ann moved there in April. Tom took sick some time in June and kept getting a little worse. So they returned to Salt Lake City
for medical attention. The doctor said he had been bitten by a deerfly. However, Tom said he thought it was nothing but plain old mountain fever. They never went back to the ranch and decided it was too much money, so they gave it up. He lost several thousand dollars which he had paid for it.
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     The only time in Tom's life that he was really sick was when he had smallpox when Dora was a baby. He came in contact with the disease on his way to the mine and stayed

out until about Wednesday when he knew he must get home. It was winter, and he came home drenched and cold and with a high fever. Of course, this made him even more ill. All the children caught smallpox with him. He never went to a dentist in his life. Once he had the toothache and pulled two of his own teeth. When he died he had all his teeth except those two.

     For a number of years Tom was quite hard of hearing. Although everyone had to raise their voices to make him hear, it was amazing how many things he overheard that were not intended for his ears. Almost all his life he enjoyed excellent health. However, he

developed an asthmatic condition which grew so bad that it made breathing difficult.

The family was insistent that he go to a doctor. But he replied, "If I go to a doctor he'll only put me on a diet and I'll die soon." However, he finally did go to a doctor. He was put on a very strict diet and was dead in three weeks.

     He died in Salt Lake City at his home on Highland Drive on August 18,1939, at the age of 74. His funeral services were held August 20, 1939 in the Winder Ward Chapel;

and he was buried in the Salt Lake City Cemetery.

His daughter Dora spoke to him of going to the temple, and asked why he didn't go.

He replied, "I don't think I'm worthy to go. I like to take a drink and a smoke if I want to." "But that was a long time ago," Dora objected. He continued, "When I'm gone

you can go and have the work done for me," Because of the question of the records his baptism was performed vicariously in the temple on March 27, 1942. His endowments were given June 1, 1942. He was sealed to his wife and seven of his children on

 June 1, 1942. Florence  was sealed to her parents in the Idaho Falls Temple on

 May 28,1951; Gladys in the same temple on April 7, 1949,

 and Frank on May 28, 1951.

This history was complied and written by Dora Dutson Flack, a granddaughter,

after talking and corresponding with each of the children.  
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